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THE AUGUST DERTIETH SCCIETY OF WISCONSIN = A MILESTONE

Wilfred *. Beaver of Spartas, wWisconsin
hes agreed to accept responsibility for
the formstion of a headquarters chnpter
of the Aupust Derleth Society. Mr.
Bosver intends to launch » membershion
and publicity campaign immediately.

"A state meeting set up for this spring
or summer (depending on acceptance by
the people)," is elso in his plans.

This is a greet moment for the Society.
Mr., Boaver's action brings us one step
closer to estsblishing the August Derleth
Society on e permanent foundation.
Wisconsin, in =11 feirness, should be the
garden where the Society takes root and
grows to fruition. It was, efter all
August Derleth's home state and the place
where he grew to become an author of
stature.

The chepter formed by Mr. Beaver will
be considered our "home" chapter and its
officers will comprise the officirl
officers of the Society. It is assumed
that membership in this "home" chapter
will be open to all, whether residents
of Wisconsin or elsewhere, but in more
prectical terms it mekes the greatest
sense that the officers of a society
should, for the most part, dwell in some
geographic proximity to one another in
order to facilitete meetings and the
business of the organization.

The N:wsletter will conbtinue to origi-
nate from Uncasville, “onnecticut, =nd
since this aspect of the venture is
financed solely by members dues, requests
for membership snd dues pesyments should
continue to be sent to our Connecticut
address. Just so there is no confusion,
your editor hss no intention of relin-
quishing respnonsibility for this Ncws-
letter.

Ws sincerely hope that other locsl chap-
ters of the ADS will be organized as
time zoes by, perhsps eventurlly even
outside the state of Wisconsin., We are
delighted, however, with Mr. B3sver's
offer and with his willingness to give
so unselfishly of his time and talent

in the interest of furthering the suc-
cess of the ADS.

A word about the man who figures to
play a prominent oert in our Society's
future:

Wilfred 3eaver wes born on June 19,
1920 in Huntington, Indiana snd moved
to Chicego, Illinois st the sge of L.
He grew up in that city, spending his
summer vacations et the farm of an eunt
and uncle et Angelo, Wisconsin. He
attended Sparta High School in 1936,
later visited "August Derleth country,"
where he sttended lectures given by
Derleth himself. Mr, Beaver st-tes
that he, "Studied his (Derleth's) style
of writing to use in my own works as I
grew older,"



Disgbled as a result of injuries sustained

while on active duty withthe U.S. Army
in 194}y, he perfected his writing style
and began selling poems and articles
during s lengthy three year period of
hospitslization and convelescence.

Later, in the 1960'a, Mr. Beaver kegan
writing both technical and how-to-do-it
articles., It was during this period of
his 1life, while working es an industrial
chemist in e grein mill lsboratory, thst
he suffered s permsnently disabling
eccident.

In spite of set-backs that would have
discouraged lesser men, Wilfred Bsaver
stands out as a remarkably tough individ-
ual who continues his creative and organ-
izationsl activities despite all the
obatacles thrown in his way. The ADS is
indeed fortunste to count this man smong
its members and is honored that he has
consented to essume a primary position

of leadership. His action assures =
promising future for our fledgling
society.

In order to give cur members some idea
of the energy of this man, the following
is a 1ist of some of the orgenizations
to which he belongs.,

August Derleth Society

Monroe County Historicsl Society
Spart Poetry Circle

Heritage Writers Round Table

Academy of American Poets

Western Wisc. Regionsl Arts Group
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets

Council of Wisconsin Wniters
Raconteurs

Wisconsin Regionel Writers

Wisconsin Rural Artists

Wisc. Academy of Science Arts & Letters
State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Association of American Geographers
Nationsl Space Institute

Space Studies Institute

Wisconsin Map Society

SOCIETY'S LOGO INTRODUCED

We sare pleased to introduce with this
issue, the emblem of the August Derleth
Society es designed by the noted Wisconsin
artist, Frenk Utprtel.

Newsletter #3 features as 1its mssthead,

a besutifully eppropriate sketch by Mr.
Utpetel which the ertist prepared express-
ly for the Society. It sppears here for
the first time, and will be featured in
all future newsletters ss well as serving
as an official letterhead for Society
stationery.

Mycologists will, of course, recognize
AWD's beloved morels int he foreground,
but tske a moment to study the sketch.

Is this a quiet moonlit scene of s peace-
ful Wisconsin night, or is that "witch-
heunted Arkham," hiding just beyond the
hilla?-

Whatever the scene, our debt of gratitude
to Mr. Utpsatel for his fine contribution
will not be forgotten soon,

STORIES FILMED FOR T V%

100 BCOKS BY AUGUST DERLETH 1listas the
following stories as having been filmed
for television:

The Metronome

Mrs Manifold

The Sherston Mirror

The Shuttered House

Bishop's Gambit

"Just s Song st Twilight"
Alannah

The Adventure of the Frightened Baronet
V¥r George

The Intercessors (Summer Night)
The Night Light at Vorden's

The Extra Passenger

A Wig for Miss Devore

The Return of Andrew Bentley
Colonel Markesan

Since this list wes published in 1962, it
1s undoubtedly incomplete. If you know
of additionsl Derleth stories that hsve
been filmed for TV, please contact the

editor so that we mey bringthe listing up
to date.

#Reprinted permission of the sttorneys
for Arkham House., Source: 100Books by
August Derleth, Arkhsm House Publishers,

T BBy W o, 1962.: p. 106,



LETTERS FROM OUR MEMEBrRS

From Robert Bloch:
"...it brings back a lot orf nemories, and
I'm sure Augie himself would be pnlcased
with such 2n evocation."

From James Turner:

"The Newsletter moves from strength to
strength, and you will have & difficult
job surpessing the Copper issue."

From Steve Eng:

"He remains more interesting to me for

his lifestyle - many times I have pushed

on, with litersry endesvors with the

thought 'Derleth wouldn't have been ~fraid
to do this.!' His lifestyle and example,
more thsn whrt he wrote remein =n influence.
wWwhat he did for HPL is an incrlcueble influ-
ence in my life, since my rirst bent towerd
writing wes HPL-inspired."

From Melcolm Ferguson:

"I see by the Feb. issue of Bookviews, (the
new mag. pub. by Bowker) that an out-of-
print book scout says that Derleth is rmong
his most sought-sfter suthors.'

"Somewhere slong the line, » note on his
comic strip collection, = full erticle,
perhesps by the Wisconsin Historicel Society,
would be interesting. Note particulerly
his interest in Clare Victor Dwiggins, who

I never met, but whose strio I knew before

I met August..."

EDITOR'S NOTE: If eny members rre inter-
ested in starting this project, particu-
lerly the Wisconsin Historical Society, we
would be most hreppy to rssist in initiating
Mr, Ferguson's suggestion, or if members
having informestion sbout this aspect of
August Derleth's varied intercsts would
care to share their inform-tion with the
editor, he would be haopy to have a go =t
it.

Until such time es a definitive Derleth
biogrephy is published, it will do no herm
for us tc begin compiling ¢ series of
grticles on verious aspects of August
Derleth's life. These might one dsy form
the foundstion for just such £ biogrrephy.
However, the coopereaticn of our member-
ship is criticelly imvortent in gethering
informetion. This cannot be accomplished
in » vacuum, psrticulerly when the vecuum
ia loceted in Connecticut.

\
From Stuert Davic Schiff:

"August wes r shining light to me even
taough I never met him in other than our
too infreguent letters. I slways wanted
to do something in the field and he wsas
my first rerl professionrl friend. The
oddity thet struck me in Basil's closing
was really an irony. It took August's
death to bring me to the point of doing
my own thing in the ficld of femtesy and
horror. When he was elive, I saw no need
but to sit back end enjoy the fruits of
his work. I venture that neither WHISPERS
nor the Whispers Prsss would exist todsy
if Augie wes still elive. It makes me sit
back and think hard upon how one man I hsad
never met influenced me so greatly es to
meke me want to teke up where he had left
offs Wherever you sre today, August I
hope I have done right by you."

EDITORS NOTE: Sturrt David Schiff is
Editor/Publisher of WH1SPERS/Whisgpers
rress. He has been generous enough to
offer the following discount to Derleth
Society members on the following items
published by his organization:

Lovecraft, H.P., A WINTER WISH, :dited

by Tom Collins. A collection of H. P,
Lovecreft's poetry, the book is dediceted
to fugust Derleth. The regulsr price for
this volume is $10,00. A signed (by Tom
Collins, » member of our Society), slip=-
cased edition (200 copies) is also evail-
eble rt $20.00. The 10% discount may be
anplied to both prices,

¥r, Schiff stetes in part: "The volume
gives grest insight into Lovecraft end

the smsteur press essocietions thet were
such » driving force in his life, It

also illustretes, st least to me, that

Derleth was quite incorrect sbout pessing
off the bulk of [IPL's poetry as just
imitetive and inferior to his weird stuff."

MESSAGE FROM ARKHAM HOUSE

Good news from James Turner, editor of
Arkhem House., He states in a recent letter,
" ..I suspect thatthe detsils concerning
the estate, the continustion of Arkhem
House, and so on, will be disclosed in
this company's next anniversery biblio-
grephy, either Forty or Forty-five Years
of Arkhs-m House, depending upon when we
have time to prepare such s compiletion.
In the interim, AWD's mainstresm work
will be kept in print by Stenton & Lee,
end there will be AT LEAST ONE ADDITIONAL
AW TITLE BY DERLETH, POS3SIBLY SEVERAL."
(Ths emphesis is my own - 4d.)




DERLETH AS I KNiW HIM*

(Excerpted from the srticle by Ramsey
Campbell~ the followigy is continued
from Newsletter #1)

And es his letters became friendlier his
criticism of his own worked seemed to
sharpen:

18.1.63 "I think, out of close to 5,000
published pieces, I believe only about 2
to represent the best I could have done
with more time end convenience. Ons is a
short story later dubbed in =8 the finel
chapter of EVENING IN SPRING; the other

a novella titled ANY DAY NOW, included in
COUNTRY GROWTH. Apart from its formless-
ness at this s tage, I am also ressonebly
well pleased with WALDEN WEST."

A pity, I think perentheticelly, that no-
body ever filmed LVENING IN SPRING =~
Bogdsnovitch, perhsps. Did Derleth ever
resent the smount of time he hed to spend
at the typewriter? Yes, but fer less than
most of us would., Writing THE SHADOW IN
THE GLASS, which he initislly regerded as
a chellenge, became "like pulling teeth."
The one expression of pure resentment I
can find relestes to the fect that, hsving
gone some way towards emuleting Thoreau,
he was unsble to enjoy even that:

17.4.63 "All my desdlines are now met,

and I sm planning - apasrt from AH, corres-
pondence and proofs - & of course my
columns - and I'm doing some of them shead
now - to vegetste and enjoy the spring,
which hes come in fsr too warm - 77 today
- when 57° would be about right; this has
the unhappy effect of telescoping the
spring - the vistas of unfurling lesves,
opening flowers, etc., esp. the lovely
soft green of the early spring lendscape
ere telescoped; they last 3 to 5 deys
instead of two weeks or more, ell of which
I find meddeningly annoying, since I sat
through a2 bitter winter for the express
purpose of enjoying the spring, and &l l-
or most - of its most besautiful aspects
will have rushed past before I've had full
opportunity to enjoy the season,"

Soon efter csme the letter for which I had
gearched in the meil esch morning: his
reection to the final draft of THE
INHABITANT OF THE LAKE, Here's a further
example of his criticism:

25.7.63 "As a general criticism, I have
to point out thest your endings tend to
£s211 down., TIE PLAIN OF SOUND, for in-
stance, which is a good, interesting story,
comes uo with a weak ending. 'I saw what
it took from its victims,' as you have it,
is a let-down; it is simply not enough,

at lesst for this o0ld pro; we cannot imeg-
ine that 'it! took anything sufficiently
horrible to drive Tony insane., There ars
others among the tales with endings that
are weaker than the stories; the stories
on the whole are strong and move along
well, but they build up to relstively
poor climexes. It is very much like the
standard cartoon of somebody lighting a
giant firecrsecker with gl1l the bustle

and preperation attendant upon making
sure everyone is out of the way, only to
have the thing explode with a feeble pop."

Farly in the following year he justified
Arknem House's biss towards fantesy. Some
of his points still hold true, sadly.

17.1.6l "Fsntesy has a steadier market

nd a less crowded one) than sf fentesy,
which hes too much bilge in it. The sf
people seldom buy non-sf fantasy, whereas
the fsntasy devotees who buy our books
buy everything in which they are interes-
ted, which includes sf if it's good. The
sf people, the fens, thet is, sre in
generrl s nerrower lot."

Crne point asbout his weird fiction still
surorises me on reresding:

6.2,64 "I set down the other day to
write THE SHADOW IN THE ATTIC after one
of Lovecraft's notes in the Commonplece
Book, and actually couldr't bring myself
to make it o Cthulhu tele - I've reached
gsaturation point, I suspect; so I settled
for witchcraft."

Later he was to describe this story es
reading "Like HPL tongue-in-cheek", Why
bother writing st all on that besis? you
may complsin, Well, consider: on l} March
196l Derleth's bank belance stood st
$6,000, while Arkham House's printing
costs for the year would be $21,000,

THE SHADOW IN THE ATTIC brought Arkheam
House books s little nearer your book-
shelf, »nd it was to Derleth's credit
thet he could be objective about this
end still find the urge tc write.

Alert readers will note & discontinuity
in the continustion of Mr. Campbell's
article from Newsletter #1 to Newsletter

#3. This unfortunate occurrence was
caused by someone having mispleced the
first half of Mr. Campbell's srticle,
Since only one person is presently respon-
sible for the ADS files, the sssistance
of Solar Pons will not be required to
solve this mystery. Apologies to all.
NMr, Campbell's esrticle will continue in
our next issue.



DRAINEDCE)
by
Steve Eng

Church of the True L ‘nner's Ssint
Rots under powdering psint;

Still the o0ld worshiopers file

Down the cold stone-and-brick aisle.

There the masked pagan priest rants
Blasphemy into his chents,

Over the virginal, still

Secrifice poised f or the kill.

"Kill me and I'll see you soon
Under the vempire-red moon,"
She promised just as he thrust,
Suddenly flaking to dust.

Two short weeks later it came:
Moonlight thet dripped a red fleme
Over the poor preayerless priest:
Tooth-merks showed he'd been the feast

CE} Copyright Steve Eng

THE SOLAR PONS OMNIBUS

A STATUS REPORT

The following publication snnouncement is
excerpted from the addendum to the June
1977 Arkhem House Catslog.

"...THE SOLAR PONS OMNIBUS (Derleth).
Past explenations for its delsy were in
earnest, elthough the delsy is no longer
due to the artwork. We are now faced
with the delicate tesk of timing end co-
ordinating its publication with that of
the other titles in our program. <©ince
the investment in this one title alone is
egsily that of four typical publications,
this is no slight responsibility. While
we esre committed to this project (the type
hes been set ond the srtwork completed),
and while we deeply regret its premature
announcement and continusl delays, the
management will not tske unnecessary
risks in crder to hasten the publicrtion
of this work."

WORKS IN PROGRESS

RAMSEY CAMPBELL writes that:

"Bentam Books will publish two volumes of
Robert ., Howard's Solomon Ksne stories
lete this year, with introductions by me,
plus three unfinished Ksne tales which
I've completed., I've Jjust finished the
first draft of s large new novel - 160,000
words - celled TO WAKE THE DEAD, a super-
naturel terror tsle, and am now at the
typing. Last weekend my ghost story IN
THT BAG won the British Fantesy Award for
best story of 1977."

"MORELS AND IDEAS"

Cyril Owen of Middleton, Wisconsin hes
rovided us with an srticle from the May
» 1960 Milwaukee Journel: "Morels and

Idees," a photo essay of August Derleth

afoot in the forests of Mey in search of

mushrooms. Among several photogrephs is
one of AWD in an ettic room surrounded

by long strings of drying morels hanging
from the refters; as fate would have it,

a close inapection of snother photograph

reveals four copies of THit HOUSE ON THE

MCJUND stacked nertly on » shelf in the

background. Cur members will remember

that this very book was the cause of some
comment in our last Newsaletter.

M FMBERS' CORNER:

"I hed the privilege of becoming acqueint-
ed with Mr. Derleth when he first begen
writing, rnd have several sutogrecphed
books. I recell a drive rlong the Wiscon=-
sin diver with him snd other friends, when
he identified every wildflower, every bird
call, each little enimel, among them a
turtle sunning himself in the roadway."

KIND WORDS FROM BASIL COPPER

"I think you sre going to have a success
on your nends and em glad you are get-
ting so much pleasure out of it. August
was such a besicrlly nice person thet I
feel snyone who knew him -~nd who was
anprosched by you for copny or other mat-
erirsl could not feil to respond if they

were a norr~l human being at all/'

#0ur contributor to this month's Members!
Corner heas ssked to remein anonymous.



WALDEN WEST,

AS VIEWED THROUGH AN EASTERN WINDOW

WALDEN WEST is a kind of celebretion of
life, = celebrrtion containing both joy
end sadness, but a celebrestion nonetheless.

We are given the privilege of seeing life
in a small town through the eyes of a
writer who possesses three great gifts:
the ability to observe detail, to recall
totally past events, and most important,
to breathe 1life into the writing of whst
he has seen end remembered.

As August Derleth explores Thoreau's
statement that the majority of men lead
lives of quiet desperation, meny familier
figures emerge; characters seen as passing
shadows on the periphery of experience in
hig earlier work, BVENING IN SPRING, are
viewed in greeter depth, their lives
explored in & fashion thet gives the
reader a sense of communion. One feels
almost a part of the Sec Prairie com-
munity, perhaps even a member of the
Derleth family, a family in which a

child could grow up with a sense of se-
curity snd a belief in the order of things.

For August Derleth, Sac Presirie was not a
retreat from the world, but rather a kind
of window, through which eon observant
writer could view the larger world. As
WALDEN WEST alternates between observa-
tions on men and nature, the two blend
together into an interdependent whole.
This is American history, not the weighty
recitation of great events far removed
from the reeder's deily life, but the
resgl history of one corner of America
(and perhaps of the world). It is the
macrocosm reflected in the microcosm;

it is whet August Dsrleth sought and found.
By studying one corner of the planet in
grest detail he has seen and recorded
something thet is = part of us all: the
small, delicete, trensient beruties and
sadnesses of life thset are easily missed
snd 81l too easily forgotten.

MR. GEORGE ANI» OTHER ODD PiFSCHS

Writing under his pen neme of Stephen
Grendon, August Derleth completed the
stories found in MR GECRGE AND OTHR ODD
PTRSONS during 1943 within the spsace of

8 single month. The collection was orig-
inelly relensed over a period of eighteen
years, however, beginning with "A Gentle-
men From Prague" (WEIRD TALES, November,
1944 ), end ending with the publication of
"Miss Tsoerson," in 1963.

All but three of the seventeen stories in
the collection have vengeance ss their
central theme, two dealing with love
transcending the berrier of desth, =nd
one, "The Night Train To Lost Valley,"
fits neither category, but is suggestive
of the Cthulhu Mythos.

Derleth aopears from time to time, hunt-
ing morels in "Dsad Man's Shoes," snd
again in "Mera," srticulating the central
theme of his own philosophy: "And, in
essence, it is these little things which
are life, for the major events of life
hesppen only once, but the little things
are its very fabric."#

MR. GEORGE hes twice been mesde into a TV
film. Flive other stories from this col-
lection heve also appesred on TV, among
tuem: "Mrs., Manifold,""Bishop's Gembit,"
"Alannah," and "The Extra Passenger."

Mrs. Msnifold - by Bill Hartwig

MR. GEORGE AND OTHWR ODD PERSONS wes pub-
lished by Arkhem House in 1963 in an edi-

tion of 2,500 copies. Unfortunately, it
is now out of print.

This wes August Derleth's 107th book.

#MR. GEORGE AND OTHER ODD PERSONS, p». 83,



IN RE AUGUST DERLETH - A [RIFUTE::

By Malcolm Fusrizuson

Concord, Mass. - I first wrote & letter
from New Hampshire to Zugust Derleth in
August, 1941, and received » considerate
reply. So begal » correspondence and
frendship which continued until his desth
in 1971. In the process we fcund that we
shared a wicdening renge of interests.

Thet first letter of mine was directed to
the known to be a writz:r for WEIRD TALIS
megazine who was also interested in
American grephic srt - specifically, the
coriic strip. I think I oddressed him as
"opofessor Derleth," which must have given
him s chuckle.

I had 2lso heard that he had reprinted e

large volume of Howard 2hillips Lovecraft's

stories, et $5, a2 sizable sum for me at
thet time (I wes then s Harvard scphomore,
being ten yeers younger than August). And
yet, if for me a single cony of this book
seemed 8o costly, I was to learn how much
of » venture the printing of 1200 copies
wrs for August Derleth and his friend
Doneld Wandrei.

So these were beginnings for me. I lent
him some errly comic strip mrterial thet
my grandfether had collected, and some
from Harverd. He criticized two stories
I wrote, the first of little merit, while
the second - which I nput eside end ulti-
mately lost - wes, Aucust thought "inter-

esting, - mske your motivetion clearer,
and be a little 1less casurl in the build-
up. The story is worth working over once
or more times." He then geve me e coby
of his SCMFONE IN THe DARK, the second

book vublished by his Arkhsm House, noting,

"I do not hold these stories up ~s idesl
methods, but only ss pointers alcng the
way." He then made the first of ¢ number
of recommendetions of other authors, whoe
work I could look at in the Widener
Librery et tlarverd, or find means to buy.
John Collier's collection, P LiulTIMG
MCONSHINF., was this earliest nominece,

and fully enjoyed.

In 1942, et the end of my junior yeer, I
wes inducted into the army, and sfter
some months in Alrbeome, wes in mnelend
with the Mc¢dicel Administrative Corvs.

In London I was able to fird ¢ rere book
by the Irish ghost-story writer Sheridan
LeFanu, which Arkham House needed for an
anthology. In Englsnd, toco, I mst, ot
August's suggestion, the elderly /nglc-
Irish writer Metthew Phipps Sheil, suthor
of THF PURPLF CLOUD and a dozen and r hsalf
other books, I visited him in Sussex,
and found him most interesting, too.

I had married before leaving for Furope,
~nd &sfter the war wes discharged in
Missouri. My wife end I were re-united
in Chicago, and pseid a visit to Sauk City
nd Place of Hawks, now meeting August
for the first time. We walked down the
railroed tracks, visited the harness shop
1nd looked briefly at his collections,

By then the first of my few stories had
apveagred in Weird Tales. He wes editing
an enthology of fentasy-in poetry, DARK
OF THY% MOCN, which gave me a chence to ==
what I might have read thethe hadn't,
perheps some of the bittersweet, some-
times cruelty-revealing Scottish border
bellads.

This has been to date my only trip to
Wsiconsin, and while I found it somewhat
more oven than New England, not that much
unlike. August had been in New Englsnd

in 1936, visiting Concord and Wrlden Pond.
By the time we met, I had read his VILLAGE
YEAR and EVENING IN SPRING, and knew
country and villege life from summers in
New Hampshire.

Returning to New ®nglsand, my wife end I
settled in ¢ ferm house in New Hampshire
where I attempted to start an entiqusrian
bookshop, with occesicnal writing for
Yankee or the 0l1ld Farmsrs Alms~nsck, and
started our family. Here, August, visited
us in 1947, including a drive to Wells,
Maine, to discover the Atlantic QOcsen is
es cold in midsumme r as the fresh water
around Sac Prairie is in early spring.

Wo did not see August egein until 1965,

By then my wife and I and our four child-
ren had moved to Concord, Mess., My book=
store venture, never heavily cepitelized,
was shsken up when in my thirtieth yeer I
had polio, luckily ceusing no irrepsrable
damage, though in order to recoup finsncial-
1y and regein full use of s badly-weakened
left arm, en 18-month hitech in s lumber
mill wes effective.

But like meny other countrymen in the last
century or more, the need to go where the
money was took me to learn the languege of
electronics in e factory, first as clerk,
then r£s librarisn, and then on to Concord
~nd access to nesrby reseerch-oriented
compenies around Route 128,

We were glad to locate in t he Concord thet
had once herbored Thoresu, Emerson and
Hawthorne. So gredually beyond the needs
of meking e living ceme chances to cenoe

on the Concord River, to see the Canada
geese on the flooded weters of Greast Meadow,
or to see the 150 foot tell white pines in
nesrby Csrlisle, ithe tellest I've seen in
the swath of thot species which sweeps west-
ward to Wisconsin,



While August's visit had been betore the
Thoreesu Lyceum was sterted, to serve as a
center and house for Thoreau interests,
with a replice of the Walden Pond csbin,
and a collection of books by and sbout
Thoreesu and his circle of friends, August
was able to see more of the town and the
countryside then in his previous visits,
end to walk around Walden Pond early one
morning. His account of these visits,
drawn from his journal (which ren serially
in the Capitel Times for many years) were
gathered into a small book, WALDEN POND,
HOMAGE TO THOREAU. further, August!'s
CONCORD REBEL is a fine biogrephy of
Thoreau, showing a sustained interest in
his subject. This was August's hundredth
book, most clearly snd unaffectedly writ-
ten with apposite quotations and wholly
without strained conclusions or far-
fetched judgements,

While the Thoresu Lyceum is only five
yeers old, t he Thoreru Society is sbout
thirty years old. It meets once a yesr,
in Concord. At this July meeting in 1971
I lesrrned of August Derleth's death., I
had been traveling and had not seen the
papers before thet.

I had been concerned es to how his estate
would be menaged, but could see no way to
help from a distence. I did learn that
Arkhsm House would continue, and that
Roderick Meng, who hed accompanied August
to Concord, would administer it. . I wes
plessed, recently to meet John Patrick
Hunter of the Capital Times, snd be as-
sured thsat August!'s dauzhter, April Rose
and son Welden were being provided for
from the estate!s proceeds, Mr. Hunter
also wrote me of a new firm, B.V.A.
Publishers of Verons, Wis.3; which is
teking over Augustl!s regional books and
has reprinted WALDEN WEST, and HOUSE ON
THE MOUND. I also knew thet new inter=-
ests and reprint rights would bring in
further royrlties, especially es a new
generstion of resders developed.: At this
writing, over six ty of August's books
are currently in print.

Questions s8till remained in my mind, how-
ever, asbout Plrcce of Hawks, which might
make & wonderful regionel ¢ enter for lit-
erature and the erts, if this were com-
vatible with the family's interests; end
about » possible disposition of his remark-
able collection on the history of the
Amsrican comic strip, which should be in

a university or museum collection. On
balance, however, t he interests of August's
family eond avoidsnce of hrsty ond ill-
considered disposal of at leest three re-
markable collections gives promise of

good judgement snd the best ultimate
resolutions,

#IN RE AUGUST DFRIETH - A TRIBUTE is
reprinted from the Cepitsl Times,
November 5, 1973 by permission of
Flliott Msraniss, Executive =Zditor.

ADDITIONAL CHARTER MEMBERS
Wilfred E. Besaver Kenneth Alkire
Robert Beaver Mrs. Welter Batzel
Ruth Beesver Estella Bryhn
¥rs, William Besver Moureen Cleuse
Mr. Dennis Centu Mary E, Counselman
Mrs. Dennis Cantu Steve Eng
Robert Clsause Jsmes Foster
Kristen Cleuse Cdessa Prei
Richard Davis Mrs, Darline Hon
Thomas Davis Alionette Kusster
Cleire Tmerson Mary Garland Miller
Stephen E, Fabisn Frederick I. Olson
Walter Frei Bernard O'Connor
Retty Frei Dorris H. Platt
Ellen H. Hoy Alma Poss
Debbie James Mary Rak
Williem Kuester Dave Reeder
Kenneth Lange Lynn C. Reynolds
Marion C, Michsels Ronsld A, Rich
Lrhart Mueller Steven Rutkowski
Dorothy C'Connor Valerie Rutkowski
Marcells O'Connor Hazel Schsms
Dennis Peterson Walter %, Scott
Mrs., Dennis reterson Patti Smerling
Tara Peterson Nanny Sherman
Anita K. Rigsby Herbert Stolz
Jean Smith Mrs. Herbert Stolz
Richerd F, Wald Arthur Tofte
Colin Wilson Jim Severence
"eter Blankenheim Rnalph R. Marquardt
The Heritege Writers Round Table
Sparta Free Library
Sverts Postry Circle
University of Wisconsin Mem. Library
New York Public Library

‘Librery of Congress

Quale, Hagympnn, Bohl & %Svsnson

IN CUR NEXT ISSUE

Newsletter #4 will feature a tribute to
August Derleth written by Mary E,
Counselman. . Readers familisr with Mrs.
Counselman's litersry accomplishments
may recall her meny contributions to the
SATURDAY "VENING POST snd WEIRD TALES.
Her latest hook, HALF IN SHADOW, is
scheduled for relesse by Arkkem House
this mcnth.



A NEW LISTING

L. Wo Currey of Elizabethtown, New York
has prepared an up-to-date listing of
August Derleth's works of fiction. While
this is a copyrighted listy; Mr. Currey
has given us his permission to reproduce
the 1list for members of the Derleth
Society. He asks that: "In return, if
you can shed esny light on omissions or
have any corrections, do let me know."

Since the list is quite lengthy and thus
somewhat imprecticle to include as a news-
letter item (As the Society grows, space
in the Newsletter achteves & premium
status.), members who desire a copy for
their records may obtein one by sending &
stamped, self-addressed envelope to the
editor.

THE AUGUST DERLETH SO CIETY NEWSLETTER
ISSUE #3 - MAY 1978

The August Derleth Society was founded
in August 1977 by Richard Fawcett of
Uncasville, Connecticut ss a non-profit
organization to honor the late August
Derleth for thet author's meny contri-
butions to American literesture.

The August Derleth Society is committed
to:

8., study the life and works cf
August Derleth

b. promote the literery achievements
of August Derleth

c. eoncourege the efforts of writers,
poets and artists

For membership information write:

The August Derleth Society

Wilfred F. Beaver, Acting President
418 East Majn Street

Sparta, Wisconsin 54656

For Newsletter subscriptions write:

Richard Fawcett, sditor

The August Derleth Society Newsletter
61 Teecomwsas Drive

Uncsesville, Ct. 06382

Subscription rate: Issues #1 through #l
only: 1,00 for four issues, Please make
checks psyable to Richard Fawcett.

As we go to press, word has just arrived
that the first meeting of the August
Derleth Society of Wisconsin will be

held at The Firehouse Restaurant st Prairie
du Sac, Wisconsin on Sunday, July 1l6th.

The full-course dinner is available at

the bargain price of $5,50 ver person
including texes and tip. For further
detrils contact Wilfred E., Beaver, 418
East Main St., Sparta, WI S4656,

Mr. Beaver will serve as acting president
to open the meeting, Our agenda will
include the usual organizational items:
rdoption of by-laws, election of officers,
etc., It will feature a taped slide show
about August Derleth, prepared and presen=~
ted by Roneld Rich of Baraboo, Wisconsin,
This meeting will provide many of us with
an opportunity to mee% one snother for the
first time. As editor end founder of the
Society I look forward to seeing many of
you at this meeting.

We are seeking candidates for the
following offices:

Position Nominated
President Wilfred E, Beaver
vice-President Darline Hon (Mrs)
Secretary

Treasurer

Directors (6) Hazel Schams (Mrs)

Our Society has passed its one hundred-
twenty-fifth merber. With the ms jor
portion of our promised advertising
publicity still to come and with a healthy
supply of maeterial slready in hand for
Newsletter #l, we look forward to the
completion of a successful first year

end to g second year filled with promises
of even better things to come.

Wilfred E, Beaver ccntinues to amaze!
Word has arrived of his appointment

e8 membership chairmen for Wisconsin
for the Academy of Science Fiction
Fantasy and Horror Films. Mr. Beaver
informs us that membership is open to
persons interested in this field.
Contect the Academy at 334 W. Shth St.
Los Angeles, Ca, 90037

PICTURE CREDITS
Pl. Logo - Frank Utpatel

All other pictures - Bill Hartwig



Tntrepreneurs are advised that this page could ADDITIONAL CHARTER MEMBRRS
have been used to feature ~dvertisements for

their endeavours. In =n effort to keep this William Dutch Maurice Tolock
operation on en even keel snd es a possible Johsnna ¥, Wyleand Dr. Dcnald A, Reed
way of obtaining funds to shere with our writer Ralph Tolock David James

and ertist friends, space in suhsequent News-
letters is offered at a price of two dollsrs

per inch for advertising purposes, Only Congratulstions to Arthur Tofte! Eis book
sdvertisements perteining to things literary SURVIVAL PLANET won third prize at the
will be accepted sand the Society reserves the Amusl Awards Banquet of the Council for
right to reject sny snd 211 edvertisements it Wisconsin Writers.

deems to be in bed taste or not in the best
interests of ths Society.



